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lication, and in a vast increase of the 
usefulness of Government publications 
through the libraries of the country. 

Carried unanimously. 

Miss Dena M. Kingsley, the next 
speaker on the program, presented a paper 

on 

KECKNT TENDENCIES IN' STATE PUBLICATIONS 

(See p. 294) 
Discussion followed, in which Mr. 



Bowker, Mr. Redstone, Mr. Brigham, and 
others took part. 

Miss Taylor having called attention to 
an index of labor literature contemplated 
by the Commissioner of Labor, it was 
voted that a committee of five, with Chair- 
man Godard as a member, be appointed to 
take up this matter as well as the plans 
of the Joint Committee on Printing, spoken 
of earlier in the meeting by Mr. Meyer. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 



ROUND TABLE OF THE LIBRARIES OF RELIGION 
AND THEOLOGY 



The fourth annual meeting of the Round 
Table of the Libraries of Religion and 
Theology was held on the afternoon of 
June 28, the chairman, Mr. Azariah S. 
Root, presiding. 

The first paper, by George D. Brown, of 
the General Theological Seminary of New 
York City, was bibliographical in nature: 
an annotated list of some important works 
relating to the Protestant Episcopal 
church in the United States. Each mem- 
ber of the Round Table had before him a 
mimeographed copy of Dr. Brown's list, 
and was thus able to follow closely the 
speaker's concise and pointed annotations. 
The list thus forms a valuable bibliography 
for anyone dealing with the Protestant 
Episcopal church. 

A special type of religious library was 
then presented by Miss Maud I. Stull, of 
the World Outlook, who read a paper on 
the library of a missionary periodical. She 
pictured the conditions obtaining in such 
a library, where every effort is bent on se- 
curing facts accurately and promptly, and 
where physical conditions, if nothing more, 
discourage browsing. Her paper was en- 
livened by examples of some of the im- 
possible questions asked, and she empha- 
sized the fact that the library must be 
kept right up to the minute. Most of the 
books of such a library are gifts in return 
for reviews or advertisements. 

A survey of the relative strength of mis- 
sionary collections in various institutions 
was given by Mr. Frank G. Lewis, Crozer 



Theological Seminary. He had compiled 
this survey as a result of a questionnaire 
sent to twenty-two libraries, seventeen of 
which answered. He found that with the 
exception of the Foreign Missions Library 
and the Missionary Research Library there 
are no important separate missionary col-, 
lections (the Day Missions Library being 
really a part of the Yale libraries). Nev- 
ertheless, various of the theological and 
seminary libraries possess important mis- 
sionary material in limited fields. Thus 
the biggest collection of Baptist material 
is probably to be found at Chester. He 
spoke of the lack of a recognized standard 
for determining what constitutes a "mis- 
sionary" work, and noted the unexpectedly 
large amount of literature published in 
this field. As an illustration of this he 
quoted the report of one library as receiv- 
ing some 246 periodicals currently. Some 
discussion followed, in which Dr. Thayer, 
of Hartford, pointed out that while a ques- 
tionnaire is the only available means of 
surveying such a field, it is frequently im- 
possible to answer it fairly to the institu- 
tion concerned. There seemed to be a 
general feeling that for any future survey 
there should be a more uniform basis of 
reporting, in accordance with generally ac- 
cepted definitions of terms. 

The last paper of the meeting was read 
by Mr. Glenn B. Ewell, of Rochester Theo- 
logical Seminary, and discussed some ad- 
ministrative problems incident to the han- 
dling of funds in a theological library. 
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ASBURY PARK CONFERENCE 



These were considered wholly in connec- 
tion with the purchase of books: (1) Vest- 
ing the final authority in the librarian, a 
committee, or the faculty; (2) depart- 
mental apportionment; (3) relative ad- 
vantages in ordering through local dealers, 
jobbers, or publishers. In regard to the 
last question, Mr. Ewell himself seemed 
inclined to use the local dealers, but lively 
discussion indicated that the feeling of the 



meeting favored buying through the job- 
bers. 

The chairman then presented to the 
meeting the nominations for officers for 
the next year: Chairman, C. S. Thayer, of 
Hartford Theological Seminary; secretary, 
Clara Clark, of Bible Teachers' Training 
School, New York. These officers being 
unanimously elected, the meeting was ad- 
journed. 



TRAINING CLASS TEACHERS' ROUND TABLE 



The Training Class Teachers Round 
Table met at 2:30 p. m., on Thursday, June 
26, Miss Lucy L. Morgan, chairman, pre- 
siding. 



The time was occupied with an informal 
exchange of ideas regarding matters of in- 
terest to those concerned in training class 
work. 



LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 



FIRST SESSION 

The League of Library Commissions 
was called to order at 2:30 p.m., June 25, 
by the president, Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool 
Earl, who presented briefly and clearly the 
place of the League and the state library 
commission in that library development 
throughout the country which is antici- 
pated by all. The president regretted the 
necessary omission of the midwinter meet- 
ings during her term of office, as well as 
the lack of development of any new plans 
of League work. This had been due to 
the extreme pressure under which all com- 
missions and commission workers had been 
laboring during the war period. Every- 
one was doing his utmost to meet the 
demands for service in the various cam- 
paigns. The work involved in various 
drives of the library war service, iood 
conservation, liberty loans, and others had 
left no time for cogitation as to what else 
might be done. Regrets as to the past, 
however, were not so important as plans 
for the future. The theme of the first ses- 
sion was announced as "The relation of the 
commission to the individual library," and 
Mrs. Earl presented as the first speaker, 



Dr. C. C. Williamson, of the New York Li- 
brary, whose paper was entitled. 

A LOOK AHEAD FOK THE SMALL LIBRARY 

(See p. 141) 
Dr. Williamson's paper was followed by 
a warm discussion. Mr. Wellman, of 
Springfield, stated that while central ma- 
chinery is necessary if the small libraries 
of the state are to function well, the plan 
of having district superintendence has not 
always worked satisfactorily in Massa- 
chusetts. He agreed with Mr. William- 
son's suggestion that an organized backing 
by influential men of the community, 
whether library trustees or not, was 
needed to make possible the right sort of 
legislation and administration. He felt 
that the big question in small towns was to 
get the communities to read good books, 
and questioned whether the approximate 
failure of the library movement there was 
not due to the tastes of the populace rather 
than to lack of the best machinery. 

Mr. Bliss, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
before he could endorse Dr. Williamson's 
conclusions a more definite description of 
what was meant by the small library was 
needed. He did not desire to get rid of 



